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Annual General Meeting

The 113th MSLSC AGM will be held on Sunday 26 July at 10:30am. The agenda will include:






Previous Minutes from 2018‐2019
Election of Office Bearers for the 2020‐2021 season
President, Secretary and Treasurer’s Reports
One minute silence in respect of past members
General business

Light refreshments will be served.

MSLSC Patrons
Title
Patrons

Vice‐Patrons

Representative

Councillor Nuatali Nelmes ‐ Lord Mayor of Newcastle
Tim Crakanthorp ‐ MP Member for Newcastle
John Adamson
Sue Paul
Evan Walton
Susan Walton OAM
Ross Taggart

Honorary Auditor

Robert Jones

Honorary Solicitor

Craig Doyle (McDonald Johnson)
Laurie Graham
Richard Taylor

Ambulance Officers

MSLSC Office Bearers for 2019‐2020
Position

Name

President

Nick Newton

Club Captain
Honorary Secretary

Kevin Buckley (retiring)
(Nominations required for the 2020‐2021 season)
Jamie Paras

Treasurer

Mark Owen

Director of Education

Anthony Tietze

Registrar

Jan Roche

Director of Surf Sports

Bill Sidwell

Board and Ski Captain

Kris Wall

Club Vice Captain

Dave Hoar

Junior Coordinator Chairperson

Julie Sutton (retiring)
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(Chris Warren nominated for 2020‐2021 season)
Youth Coordinator

Sarah Bugbird

Rookie Coordinator

Karen Wallace

IRB Captain

Nathan Wright

Boat Captain

Emma Gale

WH&S Officer

Kathy Spong

Member Protection Information Officer

Kate Flint

IT Co‐Ordinator

Evan Jobling

Publicity Officer

Dave Hoar

Radio Officer

Dave Hoar

Gear and Equipment Officer

Chris Warren

Merchandise Officer

Warren Sterling

Function Room Manager

Nick Newton

Historical Officer

Tony Robinson

MSLSC Life Members
E.A. Merewether
A. Wa 

Albert Peel
Jim McKenzie

William R. Adamson
Frank Long

Colonel Ranclaud

Jeﬀ Agland

Keith Swan

Edgar Hinchcliﬀ

Ron Webster

Brad March

Gary Miller

Robert Dan OAM

Greg Nelmes

Nick Newton

Graham Walton

Mark Woodcock

Robert J.Balks

Gregory Struck

E.(Ted) Pritchard

Stewart Hetherington

Noel Long

Phil M Evans

Robert Richards

Neville Henshaw OAM

Jack Wiebe

Evan Walton

Steve Stallard

Norm Wiebe

Cliﬀ Ireland

Ross Taggart

Peter Alcock

Charlie Bugbird

Phillip Wa

Grahame Lo *

Laurie March

Max Ebrill*

Vic Lovell



Albert (Bert) Caldwell
Jim Wiebe



Keith D.McDonald





R.(Bob)Morton



R.F.(Frank) Mahony
R.(Dick) Tressider
Harry Norton





R.(Bob) Hughes
Alf Hiland





Sid Bignall



John Lyddiard*

Jack Cavanagh

W.G. Lyddiard*

John Adamson

David Pra *

Peter Hogg

Terry Carroll*



Sue Paul

Barry Harris*



Iain Kelso

Kaye Lo *

Phil Mosgrove OAM

Noel McFayden*

W.(Bill) Read
Jack Blacke

Laurie Graham




A.J.(Albert) Edwards
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Jim Hiland

Ross Purvis

John Brown*

Doug Read

Michael Rees

Elaine Brown*

W.(Bill) Morgan

Anthony Robinson

June Ebrill*

Cliﬀ Brown

Patricia Stallard

Graham Adam



* For Service to Merewether Junior SLSC

Proposed Membership Fees for 2020‐2021 Season
Membership Type

Fee*

Senior Active & Cadets (registered on or before 31st October)

$100.00

Senior Associates (Not patrolling)

$135.00

Over 65’s Associates

$65.00

Junior Active member (1st child)

$95.00

Additional junior active members

$75.00

Junior Associate (parent)

$10.00

Family Membership (1 adult, 2 children)

$200.00

Additional family members

$75.00

LATE membership fee (after 31st October)

$35.00

* Note that the amounts shown are same as those of the 2019‐2020 season. They are
subject to ratification at the upcoming Annual General Meeting proposed for 26 July, 2020.
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Our Sponsors

Thanks to NSW Government, the Federal Government for the Beach Safety Equipment
Fund and the Emergency Volunteer Support Scheme.

Thank you to all of our sponsors
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President’s Report
By Nick Newton
Unfortunately we had an unexpected end to what has been a trying season. Following a
long period of drought we had the terrible and severe bush fires, heavy rains and then the
Coronavirus outbreak ultimately forcing us and all our Surf Life Saving activities into
shutdown, cutting short our season and impacting on the usual running and operations of
our club.
As with other clubs we have had to “close up shop” and cancel a number of end of season
activities including postponing our Junior and Senior Presentations and our AGM until a
more suitable time as deemed by the authorities. But in the background things continue as
we need to reflect on the season that was, and we have carried on as best we can until
things are back to normal.
From a patrol operational perspective we kicked our season off with the “Raising of the
Flags Ceremony” and our club captain Kev (Buckley) has done a great job of sorting out our
patrols and working with the patrol captains and patrolling members to ensure beach
operations ran smoothly and effectively. Also, thank you for the support and dedication of
all our patrolling members as once again I can proudly say we fully met the needs and
requirements of our Patrol Service Agreement. As I have stated many times the importance
of achieving this demonstrates the commitment and professionalism of our members and
further enhances our reputation as a reliable “can do” club.
Our seniors and juniors club membership continues to grow, with patrolling numbers
strong. Our senior club registrar Jan Roche has worked hard to ratify our overall total
membership status and we can report we are in a healthy position with a good solid
membership base for not only going into the next season but for the future.
Likewise in his position as club secretary Jamie Paras has had a busy year with the
administration tasks of facilitating our club meetings and keeping the committee aware of
the constant stream of updated information we receive and ensuring we remain compliant
to all of the ever changing requirements needed to run our club successfully.
Our popular Juniors membership maxed out again this season. Set to a capped number of
320 the Junior leadership and age managers have done an excellent job of running the
Junior activities. Their season went well highlighted by some great competition results and
a successful end of season camp. Unfortunately, with mounting work commitments we
have to say goodbye to our current JAC as Julie (Sutton) is standing down. We want to
thank Julie for all her time and effort given in running the Juniors and wish her the best in
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her latest work venture. To fill the void Chris (Warren) is stepping up to take over the
position and we welcome Chris on board as the new JAC.
Over the season we have seen Sarah Bugbird and Anthony Tietze head the education teams
in producing some outstanding new SRC and Bronze patrolling members. Credit must be
given to the entire education team members for their time and the commitment shown
with the training and member upskilling and to Sarah and Anthony for the effort they put in
to bring it all together. Of note for this season, and again thanks Sarah, were the number of
our younger candidates successfully gaining their SRC and then enthusiastically joining our
patrols – it’s wonderful to see so many young happy faces, having a great time while
wearing the red and yellow. Our club was also well represented at Branch level with several
of our members holding positions; Simon Lovell – Director of Lifesaving, Sarah Bugbird –
Director of Youth Development, Jamie Paras – Administration Advisor, Charlie Bugbird‐Chief
Training Advisor and additionally we also had Emma Gale, Dave Roche and Simon Lovell
assisting Branch as Drone pilots and operators.
Sitting alongside the education team we have Nathan Wright organising and running our IRB
training and proficiencies, assisted by Ralph Foster and Mark Owen. These guys are
responsible for giving us some top drivers and crew members on our patrol teams and for
the enviable and critical job of keeping this equipment running and in good order. Nathan
and Mark as Funda Finance continue to supply all the fuel for this equipment. I must also
say a “thanks” here to Chris Warren who took on the job of looking after and maintaining
our new Can Am SSV and to Kris Wall for his duties as Board and Ski captain in keeping our
rescue boards repaired and available.
Another success for the season was the Beach Healthy Challenge. This is an “inclusion”
program that was instigated by Dave Hoar that has had a great outcome. Apart from their
scheduled monthly beach activities, with assistance by Sarah Grey as our inclusion officer
we now have several participants joining us on our patrols. As ever Dave has been the ideas
man behind numerous fund raising activities, including our by‐annual Samaritan collections
and continues to run his Beach Business Breakfast Club which not only supports our club
financially, but has been a good source of contacts for our projects.
One of the season events to be cancelled was our annual Sponsor’s Breakfast where we
recognise existing and welcome any new sponsors, for this season and with much
appreciation we gained a new major sponsor, Sage Painting. Company owner Sean Hersee
has joined with us and is keen to get involved and as part of his company’s commitment will
be undertaking an external repaint of the clubhouse in the near future. Of course we need
to thank all of our sponsors who continue to support us and we will reschedule a sponsors’
event once we get up and running again. Thanks in particular to our own guys at Funda
Finance, E J Architects, Juice Plus, and Jezweb for helping us out through the season.
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The change in overall operations of our function room have been successful with the
Saturday and midweek bookings all going well and the Friday and Sunday night “cheap eats
and coldies” showing to be very well attended with our club caterer Ian Edwards “The Blind
Chef” and his team (including Mrs Paras Snr – aka The Boss) proving popular. Our forward
business plan is to continue operating with this model to develop it further by building on
the success we have already achieved.
Obviously just like other clubs and organisations the Coronavirus forced shutdowns have
significantly impacted on our incoming revenue, but while we are not operating we have
mitigated our club’s major running cost of power usage down to the bare minimum by way
of only having essential lighting and the web cam in use with our cool room and all non‐
essential items shut down.
Financially we are in a reasonable position to get us through this period with a club
operating account that should sustain us in the interim until we are permitted to again
open. Additionally our club treasurer Mark Owen has been managing our investments so at
least we are still realising positive increases in our Building Refurbishment Fund account.
Our building refurbishment planning continues with another recent milestone achieved. In
March our plans went before the Urban Design Consultative Group – a group of Newcastle
architects engaged by City of Newcastle to review major building projects, and although
there were a couple of design change recommendations to “improve the flow” of the
building there were no major issues noted that would stop us going ahead, with the group
commenting:
“Given its prominent location on one of Newcastle’s iconic beaches, the
rebuilt Surf Club will be an important addition to the fabric of the city and
its design must be of the highest quality”.
We will shortly be working with Glen Spicer and his team at E J Architecture to resolve these
recommendations and then go back to City of Newcastle with our plans. In the interim as a
certified Quantities Surveyor, club member Arron Satchell is helping us to understand what
the final building costs of this design will be as another step forward in this project.
During this “shut down” time your committee has taken the opportunity for undertaking
some improvements and repairs including; reviewing of some operational structures,
equipment maintenance, replacement of the function room sliding glass doors and panels,
installation of a function room storage bench area, kitchen maintenance, and Evan is
working on upgrades to the surf cam and security systems so that once we are cleared to go
we can get back up to speed quickly.
Although we don’t know exactly yet when we will be running our club presentation night we
still need to have in in place all our award nominees and have selected the winners ready
for when we do. Similarly for Branch, although for this year’s Branch Awards of Excellence
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there will be a presentation by way of an electronic awards ceremony which will be a little
different to what we know. However the important thing is that everyone is recognised for
their efforts and commitment over the season. For Merewether SLSC our club presentation
and Branch award nominees are as listed below. Congratulations to all the nominees and to
the eventual winners.
Annual Club Presentation Award Nominations
Patrol Captain
Warren Sterling
Phil Kendall
Rob Dan
Jamie Boswell
Liam Benson
Sarah Bugbird

Club Person
Sarah Bugbird
Tim Coghlan
Kev Buckley
Nick Newton

Patrol
8
6
3
1

Patrol Person
Dave Wood
Bill Sidwell
Tim Coghlan
Sarah Bugbird
Garry Semetka
Cal Burke
Gemma McMillan
Tony Quinn

IRB Driver
Scott McFarlane

Seagull
Mike Barlett
Kev Buckley
Chris Warren

Branch Awards of Excellence Nominations
Award

Nominee

Lifesaver of the Year
Volunteer of the Year
Trainer of the Year
Assessor of the Year
Administrator of the Year

Sarah Bugbird
Dave Hoar
Anthony Tietze *
Charlie Bugbird *
Jamie Paras

* Anthony Tietze and Charlie Bugbird were successful in their
nominations, which were announced by Hunter Branch on 19 June,
2020. Having both Trainer of the Year and Assessor of the Year as
members of MSLSC speaks very highly indeed of our club.
Finally, I want to again thank everyone involved with making our club so great; all of our
patrolling members for your time and effort given in staying compliant, well trained and
providing safe management of our beach, our education and training teams for providing
your valuable time and commitment to the task, the juniors management team ‐ age
managers and assisting parents that organise and look after all the kids, all of our much
valued sponsors for your continued support and association with our club, our associate and
community members for supporting our club and of course our senior executive and
committee team members who are invaluable with providing their expertise and direction
to make our club function so well.
Nick Newton
President of MSLSC
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Secretary’s Report
By Jamie Paras
The last twelve months have been more than a challenge for all of us, but more so as a Club.
The arrival of COVID‐19 restrictions has allowed us to reflect and realise how much our Club
provides a sense of attachment and belonging.
I know personally during lock down, that my free time was that, free time. I would have
rather been at the Club and surrounded by good people. It also allowed me to see how
much time we all put into our Club to make it what it is today.
I had no delusion that we would come out of the restrictions on the good side. As a Club, we
have survived two World Wars, The Great Depression and recessions and we'll survive
through this one too.
I also take this opportunity to personally thank the Club President Nick Newton and Club
Treasurer Mark Owen and Club Captain Kev Buckley for their ongoing support and
professional commitment to MSLSC.
Our monthly meetings with the committee have continued to be held over the past 12
months, whether in person or via video conferencing. To our committee members I express
my gratitude for being proactive and committed to your portfolios.
I encourage all our members to be more active with your Club when we open back up from
the 13 June 2020. We are continually looking for members to help out over the winter
months with maintenance and assistance with Coldies and Functions.
Since last year we have morphed into providing more social events at the Club. This has
included our successful Friday Night Fish & Chips and Sunday Roasts complimented by
Coldies.
Ian Edwards (The Blind Chef) has provided the right balance to encourage patrons and
members to attend our Club. We thank Ian and his crew by making our Club more accessible
and patronised.
I’ll take this opportunity to thank you for support and commitment to our great Club.
Jamie Paras
Secretary for MSLSC
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Treasurer’s Report
By Mark Owen
The audited financials are not available at the time of the Annual Report submission. They
will be completed after the end of this financial year and will be posted on the MSLSC
website upon finalisation.

Registrar’s Report
By Jan Roche
What a year! We had a dry start to the season, so the weather was perfect for swimming,
surfing and beach activities with a total of 690 members of all divisions and ages involved in
our club. The patrolling member numbers were a healthy 161 including our 15+ group. We
have a strong life membership of 30 who remain active or/and involved in club life, and an
amazing group of 300+ nippers with 100+ general membership supporting the club.
I am amazed at the generosity of time and effort given by our MSLSC.
Member Type

Financial

Not Financial

Active 5+
Active (13‐15 yrs.)
Active (15‐18 yrs.)
Active 18+
Associate
Award
Community
General
Probationary (associate)
Reserve Active
Life Membership
NMP
Reserve

288
6
16
137
15
2
2
171
6
6
31
4
6

0
0
3
3
4
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Total

690

10

As the incoming seniors registrar this year I have seen a few changes in the term. Possibly
the most significant is the requirements for working with children is now only needed if you
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are directly involved with managing children. This is hard to interpret, however, includes all
the age managers and parents involved in nippers organising, the MSLSC executive teams,
the MSLS education team and ideally patrol captains.
Whilst the members receive automatic alerts to update their drivers Licence, WWC, etc,
there is no easy system of reviewing and reporting the deficits to the executive.
My recommendation is the reporting system on Surfguard needs review and simplification
to provide necessary data to ensure the members are financial, training and details correct
and up to date.
Jan Roche
Registrar for MSLSC
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Lifesaving Report
By Kevin Buckley
Well what a season it was! The bushfires in summer were cause for lots of extra work for
lifesavers from our South Coast clubs. We watched as a club and were morally supportive of
their efforts, whilst remaining on standby if needed.
Then Coronavirus bowled everyone over. There was anguish about what we, as part of NSW
Emergency Services and as lifesavers, would or could do. The decision was finally made by
Surf Lifesaving NSW that we should halt all our services from 27 March 2020 and go into
immediate lockdown with club access terminated. This brought an end to our patrols almost
a month early.
Throughout these traumatic events our members have remained committed in their roles.
Over this season within the patrol hours we had over 28,000 members of the public attend
our beach within the patrol area that is Merewether beach.
At the end of the season we had 162 actively patrolling members.






Patrol Hours for the season – 4,582 hrs
Number of Incidents / First Aid Treatments – 40
Number of Rescues – 6
Number of Preventions – 870
Number of hours of Beach Closure – 111 hours (or only 14 full patrols)

Patrol Report
The 2019/2020 Patrol Season was again a successful and safe season. No patrol breaches
and everyone responding well to the challenging Merewether conditions.
Our major focus areas for this seasons patrol were on:









Obtaining 100% Bronze Proficiency across all our actively patrolling members
Members actively patrolling at the water’s edge and working on preventions
Training on patrol especially board and swim skills in the surf
Patrol Captain delegating effectively at the start and end of patrols
Adding to member’s skills especially, Spinal Management, Advanced Resuscitation
Techniques and First Aid
Patrol Captains rostering patrol AM and PM splits in advance – with more members
committing to sharing the PM patrols
Mastering the SLSA Patrol Operations App
Retention of patrolling members
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Top 10 Male Patrolling Members 2019/20 – Includes both Patrol and Water Safety
Name

Hours

David Hoar

124.8

Nick Newton

91.5

Kevin Buckley

83.3

Nathan Wright

82.0

Jamie Boswell

62.3

Stuart James

59.5

Kristen Wall

59.5

Robert Dan

57.5

Scott McFarlane

55.5

Chris Warren

55.5

Top 10 Female Patrolling Members 2019/2020 – Includes both Patrol and Water Safety
Name

Hours

Karen Wallace

70.8

Sarah Bugbird

44.8

Lucy Boswell

40.8

Rosemary Dan

38.3

Cathy Lyons

38.2

Kay Flint

37.8

Kate Handley

31.0

Angela Tiedeman

31.0

Gemma McMillan

30.6

Jacqueline Arnold

30.5

100% Patrol Attendance
100% Patrol Attendance was awarded to the following members in 2019 / 2020:
Patrol 1 – Sarah Bugbird, Charles Bugbird, Gemma McMillan, Meredith Veale, Terence
Flynn, Patricia Stallard, Talara Bosworth, Adam Mailes, Emily Bryant, Kathryn Spong, Mark
Jackson, Josephine Springthorpe.
Patrol 2 – Warren Sterling, David Rees, Nathan Mckelligott, Jackie Sterling, Thomas Lyons,
Cathy Lyons, Glen Mulhearn, Lyndal Whealey, Geoffrey Murray, Thomas Vandenberg, David
Rees, David Ray, Matthew Mulhearn, Peter Mulhearn.
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Patrol 3 – Robert Dan, Michael Spillane, Rosemary Dan, Stuart Wind, Philip Cooke, Paige
Harker, Katrina Cowie, Penelope Britz, John Lehman, Carl Ashworth, Kieren Stevens,
Timothy James Spence, Shane Simpson, Daniel Burton, Tim Harker.
Patrol 4 ‐ Kevin Buckley, Bernie Sabine, Garry Semetka, Karen Wallace, Ralph Foster, Emma
Gale, Simon Hill, Bruce Rummins, John Adamson, Zoe Doran, Paul Ryan, Cal Burke, Todd
Cathcart, Marcus Napper.
Patrol 5 ‐ John Bamberry, Jamie Boswell, Dave Hoar, Ian Wilson, Kay Flint, Anthony
Robinson, Wendy Scott, Dave Vaughan, Kate Handley, Lucy Boswell, Claire Boswell,
Georgina Roach.
Patrol 6 – Liam Benson, Kris Wall, Norm Rodgers, Brendan McNabb, Scott McFarlane, Stuart
James, Chris Warren, Adrian Hussey, Michael Bartlett, Jae‐Hun Yang, Anthony Quinn,
Richard Taylor, Garth Russell, Makenzie Wall, Breanna James.
Patrol 7 – Angela Tiedeman, Phil Jobling, Dom Willson, Peter Flook, Jocelyn Flook, Leah
Fordham, Rod Fordham, Evan Jobling, Scott Kirkman, Jan Roche, Dane Miller.
Patrol 8 – Anthony Tietze, Simon Lovell, Tim Coghlan, Jason Simmons, Craig Doyle, Duncan
Handley, Iain Kelso, Jacqueline Arnold, Matt Fox, Brendan Kiley, Craig Sutton, Ross Marshall,
Annie Chayko.
Patrol 10 ‐ Nick Newton, Phil Kendall, Nathan Wright, Sarah Gray, David Wood, Westley
Shirlaw, Riley Martin, Oscar Wright, William Sidwell, Nicholas Hincks, Emily Wood, Robert
Kiernan.

Club Presentation Awards
Due to the unprecedented Covid‐19 the Annual Club Presentation Awards were unable to
be held.
The announcement of the winners of the following awards will therefore be held over till we
are able to present them in person.











President’s Shield
Junior Club Person of the Year
Encouragement Awards
President’s Appreciation Awards
Club Person of the Year
Patrol Person of the Year
Patrol Captain of the Year
Patrol of the Year
Competitor of the Year
Seagull of the Year Award
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Most Improved IRB Driver ‐ KB Award
Costa Concordia IRB Award
Patrol Games Champions

Unfortunately due to the untimely early finish to the season the Patrol Games were unable
to be held.

Focus Areas for the 2020‐2021 Season
We are unsure of the start to the next patrol season, but it is hoped it will be able to start in
late September 2020 and finish at the end of April 2021.








We need to work on retaining members so that Patrols have equal numbers and
qualifications across all patrols.
Patrol Captains need to roster both an AM and PM patrol. Encouraging more members
to patrol on PM as well as AM, so let’s ensure its shared.
We need to have at least two IRB teams on each patrol.
We need all patrol captains to nominate and mentor the up and coming patrol captains
for the future.
We must continue our focus on prevention and active patrolling.
We must focus on training and skills maintenance whilst on patrol especially IRB and
board/tube rescues.
We must Increase the number of ARTC, Spinal, IRB Driver and IRB Crew qualified
members.

On behalf of the MSLSC Committee and
Hunter Branch we would like to thank all
patrolling members for your fantastic work in
attending and actively patrolling the beach to
ensure no lives lost between the flags and
outside the flag area in the Merewether SLSC
patrolling areas.
This was my last season as Club Captain and I
would particularly like to thank the 18 Patrol
Captains that have assisted me for the last 3
seasons. Without your great work none of
our lifesaving services could be provided by
MSLSC.

Kevin Buckley – Club Captain
Dave Hoar – Club Vice Captain
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Patrolling Members for 2019‐2020 Season
Patrol 1
Sarah
Jamie
Patricia
Stephen
Josephine
Charles
Mark
Wendy
Kathryn
Meredith
Emily
Terence
Luke
Talara
Adam
Gemma

Patrol 2

Bugbird
Paras
Stallard
Stallard
Springthorpe
Bugbird
Jackson
de Boer
Spong
Veale
Bryant
Flynn
Menzies
Bosworth
Mailes
McMillan

Warren
Nathan
David
Matthew
Thomas
Glen
Daniel
Geoffrey
Peter
Craig
Thomas
John
Jackie
David
Lyndal
Cathy

Patrol 3
Robert
Michael
Rosemary
Stuart
Philip
Paige
Katrina
Penelope
John
Carl
Kieren
Timothy James
Shane
Daniel
Tim
Greg
Mal
Eoin
Campbell
Felicity
Mark

Dan
Spillane
Dan
Wind
Cooke
Harker
Cowie
Britz
Lehman
Ashworth
Stevens
Spence
Simpson
Burton
Harker
Graham
Garbutt
Smith
Russell
Dan
Davie

Sterling
Mckelligott
Rees
Mulhearn
Vandenberg
Mulhearn
Lawrence
Murray
Mulhearn
Vandenberg
Lyons
Vazey
Sterling
Ray
Whealey
Lyons

Patrol 4
Kevin
Bernard
John
Paul
Bruce
Simon
Emma
Cal
Sara
Todd
Ralph
Zoe
Ava
Karen
Marcus
Amy
Garry
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Buckley
Sabine
Adamson
Ryan
Rummins
Hill
Gale
Burke
Muscat
Cathcart
Foster
Doran
Gidley
Wallace
Napper
Nosike
Semetka

Patrol 5
William
Jamie
David
Lucy
Kay
Kate
Ian
David
Georgina
Anthony
Wendy
Claire
Daniel
Adrian
Elise
Greg
Chris
Olivia
Samantha
Curtis
Jordan
Kate
Tracey

Bamberry
Boswell
Hoar
Boswell
Flint
Handley
Wilson
Vaughan
Roach
Robinson
Scott
Boswell
Daley
Harte
Reynolds
Reynolds
Wilson
French
O’Brien
Jubb
Snowden
Beatty
Bray

Patrol 6
Liam
Kristen
Stuart
Scott
Brendan
Chris
Adrian
Norman
Michael
Jae‐Hun
Anthony
Richard
Garth
Makenzie
Breanna
Annelise
Emily
Oliver

Patrol 7
Angela
Phillip
Dom
Scott
Janiece
Rodney
Peter
Leah
Jocelyn
Evan
Dane
Jason
Stephanie
Aaron
Drew
Ashley

Tiedeman
Jobling
Willson
Kirkman
Roche
Fordham
Flook
Fordham
Flook
Jobling
Miller
Ingold
Roche
Satchell
Collins
Cooper

Benson
Wall
James
McFarlane
McNabb
Warren
Hussey
Rodgers
Bartlett
Yang
Quinn
Taylor
Russell
Wall
James
McNabb
McFarlane
Russell

Patrol 8
Anthony
Simon
Tim
Duncan
Jacqueline
Iain
Matt
Brendan
Craig
Craig
Ross
Jason
Annie
James
Trystan
Karen
Mike
Leisel
Sonia
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Tietze
Lovell
Coghlan
Handley
Arnold
Kelso
Fox
Kiley
Sutton
Doyle
Marshall
Simmons
Chayko
Stevenson
Platt
Wilson
Campbell
Gillies
Nathan

Patrol 10
Nick
Phillip
Nathan
Oscar
William
David
Riley
Sarah
Nicholas
Emily
Westley
Sean
Sam
Robert

Newton
Kendall
Wright
Wright
Sidwell
Wood
Martin
Gray
Hincks
Wood
Shirlaw
Cranney
Caldwell
Kiernan

Reserve Active
Mark
Glen
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Owen
Compton

Education and Training Report
By Anthony Tietze

The Education Department at MSLSC is in good shape thanks to our team of skilled and
dedicated trainers. As usual I like to use photos to emphasise what it is we do at MSLSC – I
trust you’ll enjoy the ones I’ve included here.
The Club ran one Bronze Medallion course this season with 19 candidates, commencing
with the pre‐requisite swim on 13 October, 2019. An SRC course with 17 candidates was
run for our younger members in conjunction with the Bronze. MSLSC along with the other
Hunter Branch clubs delivered the “pilot” Bronze and SRC courses for the first time. In
reality little has changed in the content, but there is now a much greater emphasis on
running the theory component from an online platform.
We need to keep in mind that fundamentally the Bronze is about giving our participants the
competence and confidence to swim or paddle out the back to someone who is in trouble,
get them in to shore and pump some life into them until help arrives. In this nothing has
changed.
One change in the Bronze is that the use of oxygen has been removed from the Bronze
course. This is fully covered in Advanced Resuscitation Techniques, making the delivery of
this additional module even more important from the point of view of ensuring our patrol
members have the knowledge to competently administer supplemental oxygen on the
beach.
MSLSC did incorporate both the First Aid and the Advanced Resuscitation Techniques
modules into the Bronze course, giving our candidates this enhanced knowledge base upon
completion.
Delivering our courses amounts to a lot of work for the Education Team (all voluntary of
course), with the primary driver being for our new Bronze Medallion holders to go on patrol
at the completion of their course. Bringing new blood into our patrol teams is essential in
ensuring the ongoing viability of the club and in this the Education Team plays a vital role. It
goes without saying that, in addition, a considerable amount of administrative input is
needed to run a course successfully.
Keep in mind that surf lifesaving clubs which find it difficult to maintain a workable number
of active patrolling members must put more pressure on their remaining members. They in
turn find reduced numbers and more frequent patrols more onerous, leading to further
attrition. Very quickly this can snowball down to a club which struggles to fulfil their patrol
responsibilities.
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Training Achievements
In addition to the Bronze Medallion and the Surf Rescue Certificate the following courses
are run throughout the year:












Silver Medallion Aquatic Rescue
Silver Medallion Basic Beach Management
IRB Crew
IRB Driver
Radio Operators Certificate
Advance Resuscitation Techniques
Applied First Aid Course
Spinal Management
Trainer
Cert IV Leadership and Management
Assessors Course

The Education Team also runs Proficiency sessions throughout the season for all patrolling
members. All these sessions require planning, coordination, execution and follow up
administration. Thank you to our trainers and assessors for their time, skill and dedication.
Have a chat with members of the Education Team and don’t forget that a little thank you
can go a long way.
Our club has continued to nurture and maintain good relationships with both Dixon Park
and Cooks Hill SLSCs, to integrate the delivery of our club’s training and assessment
programs.
2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

TOTAL

37

18

12

19

12

6

14

10

4

10

4

17

146

53

43

45

39

26

31

30

15

15

22

30

IRB Crew

5

6

14

9

8

27

5

5

6

4

4

IRB Driver

3

2

9

4

5

5

8

0

6

0

3

19
3
3

368
96
48

Surf Rescue
Certificate
Bronze
Medallion

MSLSC Awards from 2008 to 2019

Bronze Medallion
Our 19 Bronze participants did the club proud at the CVA (Combined Venue Assessment) on
Blacksmiths Beach just before Christmas on 21 December, 2019. It was a big morning, with
over 120 candidates from all the Hunter Branch clubs.
The team bonded well throughout the ten week course and the comment was made that
they will miss the fun and the exercise on Sunday mornings. We had six Sundays in a row
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where the beach was open with good if sometimes challenging surf conditions – I’m sure
that’s a record. The whole squad have become valuable patrolling members.

MSLSC Bronze Medallion Participants for the 2019‐2020 Season

2019 MSLSC Spring Bronze Squad With Dedicated Trainers Warren and Garry
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Annie, Mark, Simone, Karen, Talara, Curtis and Sarah – 2019 MSLSC Spring Bronze Squad

2019 MSLSC Spring Bronze Squad Spinal Board Training
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2019 MSLSC Spring Bronze Squad Extracting the Patient from the Surf

2019 MSLSC Spring Bronze Squad Fitness Training
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Surf Rescue Certificate (SRC)
We encourage our younger members to move on from the SRC qualification to the Bronze
Medallion upon turning 15 years of age. This is a natural progression, but it is important
that these “outgoing” SRCs are replaced with new blood.
In an ideal world all our Under 13 nippers will progress to the SRC course, but it does
happen that nippers will drift away. This bleeding happens for a variety of reasons, but can
create a moving gap as that age group progresses through the system. Sarah Bugbird did a
grand job in encouraging 17 younger members to complete their SRC this season and this
has substantially filled the SRC gap at MSLSC.

MSLSC SRC Participants for the 2019‐2020 Season
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Trainer Sarah Gray Overseeing the Spinal Board Training

Theory Session for our SRCs with Trainers Sarah Bugbird and Kate Flint
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MSLSC SRCs Paying Close Attention to the Briefing at the Blacksmiths Beach CVA on 21 December, 2019

A BBQ was held the day after the CVA, on Sunday 22 December in the MSLSC function room.
The event was very well patronised, with over 60 attendees. This included the new award
holders along with family and friends.

BBQ to Celebrate Our New Bronze and SRC Award Holders

Page 29 of 43

Changes to the SCR and Bronze Courses
Inductions for the upgraded SRC and Bronze courses will be run by Hunter Branch in July
and August, 2020. All trainers, assessors and facilitators are required to attend two sessions
to ensure that they are familiar with the changes.

Key Changes to Bronze and SRC Courses for the 2020‐2021 Season

IRB Driver & Crew Courses
Unfortunately our IRB driver and crew course scheduled to commence in March 2020 had to
be postponed. The course will be run as soon as we are able to do so. Keeping up the
numbers of competent IRB drivers and crew is an essential part of allowing MSLSC to fulfil
their patrol responsibilities.
Keep in mind that almost anyone can drive or crew in calm water, but the skill comes when
working the white water, where snap decisions may need to be made. The right decision
and your off and running, the wrong one and your upside down, sometimes spectacularly.

Silver Medallion Aquatic Rescue (SMAR)
The purpose of this course is to provide participants with the skills and knowledge to
participate as a team member in search and rescue operations.
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Be aware that to remain proficient in SMAR you must complete a 400m pool swim each year
in 8 minutes or better (which is the same as the pre‐requisite swim required in order to
undertake the course).
If you are worried about whether you can make the time have a few practice runs down at
the pool. You’ll feel better all round for having put in the effort

Gold Medallion
The Gold Medallion is the pinnacle of Surf Lifesaving. If you can achieve a Gold Medallion
you are among the fittest and most capable lifesavers on the beach. In addition the Gold
Medallion may be used as the benchmark for employment in the professional lifeguard
industry.
The initial criterion for the award is an 800m pool swim in 14 minutes. This equates to 52.5
seconds per lap for the 16 laps and there are several members of MSLSC who are well and
truly capable of this.
It would be great if some members of MSLSC would consider trying out for this coveted
award.

Radio Operations Certificate
MSLSC run Radio Operations Certificate courses over a single evening as part of the Surf
Lifesaving Award. Being a standalone module this course is open to all active members of
MSLSC. Henry Scruton, President of Hunter Branch, has run this course over the last few
years.

Upcoming Courses
Our next Bronze Medallion course is planned, at this stage, to commence with the pre‐
requisite swim on Sunday 4 October, working towards the final assessment on Saturday 19
December. The Surf Rescue Certificate course will run in parallel with the Bronze.
Don’t forget that if you have done these courses in the past, but are no longer proficient,
attendance will reinstate your proficiency.
Numerous other courses will be run throughout the season, including First Aid, Advanced
Resuscitation, Spinal Management, Radio Operations, IRB Crew, IRB Driver, Silver Medallion
Aquatic Rescue and Silver Medallion Beach Management.
More information can be found at https://www.merewetherslsc.com.au/education/training‐
courses/ and keep an eye out for advertising posters around the clubhouse.
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Keep an Eye Out for Course Advertising Posters Around MSLS Clubhouse

Course Prerequisites
Bronze Medallion
 15 years of age at date of final assessment
 Able to swim 400m in the pool in 9 minutes or better
 Willing to go on patrol for a minimum of one season with MSLSC
SRC
 13 years of age at date of final assessment
 Able to swim 200m in the pool in 5 minutes or better
 Willing to go on patrol with MSLSC
Silver Medallion Aquatic Rescue
 16 years of age at date of assessment.
 Able to swim 400m in the pool in 8 minutes or better.
 Be a proficient Bronze Medallion holder and hold the Cert II in Public Safety and Aquatic
Rescue.
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The Education Team

















Anthony Tietze
Charlie Bugbird
Sarah Bugbird
Nathan Wright
Jan Roche
Tim Coghlan
Kate Flint
Dom Willson
Warren Sterling
Richard Taylor
Karen Wallace
Cal Burke
Dave Hoar
Gemma McMillan
Jamie Boswell
John Bamberry
Anthony Tietze – Director of Education
and CTO for MSLSC

The Education Team at the 2019 Presentation Night
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Education Team Members
From L to R Garry & Silvia Semetka, Karen Wallace, Anthony Tietze

TAF (Training, Assessing, Facilitating) Status for MSLSC Education Team as at 3 May, 2020
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Charlie Bugbird Delivering the Briefing at the
Blacksmiths Beach CVA on 21 December, 2019

Assessor Karen Wallace at the Blacksmiths Beach
CVA on 21 December, 2019

Assessor Richard Taylor at the Blacksmiths Beach
CVA on 21 December, 2019
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New Trainers
MSLSC is always looking for new people to become a part of the MSLSC training machine.
The Hunter Branch does run train the trainer courses on a regular basis and participants
who complete this course would gain the following nationally recognised units of
competency:



TAEDEL301 Provide Work Skill Instruction
BSBCMM410 Make a Presentation

The knowledge and skills learnt on the course are highly transferable to areas outside of
Surf Life Saving and it wouldn’t be the first time that a decision to help out with training has
led to a more rewarding career.
We have very good people on the team and it is a rewarding experience to see candidates
come away with new knowledge at the completion of their courses. If you’re keen all you
need to do to start is to come along to some training sessions and help out.

Skills Maintenance
Thank you to all those patrolling members who completed their bronze proficiencies on
time. A mighty effort by all has resulted in almost all our patrolling members maintaining
their Bronze proficiency, a statistic which would turn many surf lifesaving clubs around
Australia green with envy.
Please get in early next season. On your part it’s one less thing to do and it does ease the
burden on the trainers and organisers, a workload which is often not recognised or
appreciated.
Confirmation of members having performed a proficiency must be passed on to Anthony
Tietze in writing (email or hard copy) in an “auditable” form, including type of proficiency,
date and name of assessor. Members are not able to patrol after 31 December in a capacity
in which they are no longer proficient. (This is not a club or Branch rule, rather a
requirement set down by Surf Lifesaving Australia. Failure to comply can leave the club
exposed from a liability point of view).
Keep in mind that if you were really under pressure on the beach with say an unconscious
patient and concerned family nearby you can guarantee that things will not go exactly by
the book. We can only do our best, but the more practice you have had, the more effective
you will be. The same applies when you are on patrol. You will perform with greater ease
and confidence if you have already had a run and a swim or paddle out the back.
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Number of
Proficient
Patrolling
Members

Bronze
Medallion

IRB Driver

IRB Crew

Advanced
Resuscitation

Spinal
Management

SM Aquatic
Rescue

145

33

57

46

26

6

MSLSC Proficiency Statistics for Active Patrolling Members 2019‐2020

Water Safety
We are always looking for volunteers to help with water safety. Sunday mornings are busy
when the Bronze and SRC courses are in progress and the nippers and the nipper are always
looking for water safety volunteers. If you have your Bronze and can spare an hour or two
to keep an eye on our people out in the water on Sunday mornings your help is always
appreciated.

Surfest 2020 ‐ Our New SCRs and Bronze Holders Have Become Valuable Patrolling Members of MSLSC
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And Lastly
Thank you to the MSLSC Education Team for their ongoing efforts and thank you to the
MSLSC Committee for their continued support of the Education Team. Thank you also to
Hunter Branch for their guidance, support and assistance. Your contributions make MSLSC a
club for us to be proud of and a club for others to envy.
Anthony Tietze
Director of Education and Chief Training Officer for MSLSC

Boat Captain’s Report
Boat Captain – Emma Gale
There was little activity associated with the surfboats over the season. At the start of the
season we had some people keen to row casually, however the main training boat received
some damage and was then out for repairs. Whilst we did have another surfboat we could
have rowed in, coordination of rowers became difficult.
This was soon followed by the COVID‐19 restrictions which also meant the surfboat could
not be used. Hopefully next season will be a bit busier.
Emma Gale
Boat Captain
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Juniors’ Report
Juniors Activity Coordinator Report – Julie Sutton
MSLSC had 34 age managers/assistants confirmed at the beginning of the season. This
included three casuals and three dedicated water safety personnel.
The season had no major safety incidents. All groups were completed with correct Nipper
to Bronze/SLR ratios. Risk assessments were completed prior to each lesson.
New shark skin green rashies were provided to all Age managers/assistants. These rashies
were paid for thanks to the money raised through the Nippers BBQ.
Nippers storeroom is too small and there is a need to increase the storage area.
Overall Nipper numbers should be no larger than 300. This season was sustainable with
plenty of room along the beach for all groups, good number of age managers and excellent
support from parents and Nipper Committee.
Our season in the water was luckily completed before Covid‐19 outbreak. Unfortunately the
end of season presentation was postponed due to strict social distancing measures put in
place by Commonwealth Government and the club.

Juniors Registrar Report – Emma McDougall
We are pleased to report that we registered 289 nippers and 170 nipper parents. A total of
459 database records were entered or updated this season.
The registration process has been significantly helped by the introduction of “Registration
Days” held at the club, where registration and uniforms can be provided at the same
time. We had such a positive response to opening registrations this way that, due to the
popularity of the first couple of events we had to close registration to new members to
ensure that numbers in the U6/7 groups did not blow out.
When these events are well organised with plenty of lead time volunteer numbers are good
and the events are well received.
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Juniors’ Treasurer Report – Brendan McNabb
The audited Profit and Loss Statements will not be completed until after the end of this
financial year and will be released as soon as they are available. Note the following
variations to the budget:






There was no sponsorship sought therefore revenue was down by $5,000
Accordingly we couldn’t spend the above amount on comp boards that was anticipated
We didn’t spend the anticipated $4,000 on updating “foamies”
We didn’t spend the anticipated $1000 on consumables as yet. Boards are however in
need of repair and funds will need to be spent in the coming months
Competition fees were down significantly ($4,500) due to competing members numbers
declining. I cannot see where we have paid for any of our junior competitors. I
anticipate Seniors haven’t passed on these costs.

Communications – Steve Watt
Overall the Communications for the 2019/20 season went well and families were well
informed in what was happening.
It would be helpful to receive information from others that is clear and in a timeframe that
will assist maximum audience exposure.
Our website needs a full overhaul to allow ease of editing, or be amended prior to the
season changing, with disclaimers that if there are amendments to the plan this is
communicated via TeamApp. It takes a substantial amount of time to update each year and
additional edits are at times difficult to manage.
Purchasing of a graphic design app is recommended for creation of content, and I
recommend finding a photographer to visit and take stock photos for use throughout the
season.
Collaboration with Bill Sidwell this season meant that information around Surf Sports and
Carnivals was easier to access. This should continue with the Surf Sport Coordinator.
TeamApp needs a cleanup, as there are non‐members still part of groups and families in the
wrong group. I recommend removing all members and resetting for 2020‐2021.
I’m happy to continue in this role for 2020‐2021 and hope to continue to improve access to
communications for existing and new members.
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Surf Sports Report
By Bill Sidwell
The Competition year came to an abrupt end this season which was disappointing. Aussies
was cancelled due to the COVID‐19 situation and shortly thereafter all our facilities were
closed and training became very difficult. Despite this Merewether has had quite a
successful year again. Well done to all our competitors.
The Branch Championships were held across a number of days in February 2020. We
managed to get some commendable results across both the Masters and Juniors.
Masters Branch Championships 1 February 2020
40‐49 yrs Male Surf Race Bill Sidwell 5th
60‐69 yrs Female Beach Sprint Patricia Stallard 1st
60‐69 yrs Female Beach Flags Patricia Stallard 1st
Juniors Branch Championships 16 February 2020
U12 Female 1km Beach Run Annika James 6th
U14 Male Beach Sprint Will Lyons 4th
U14 Male Beach Flags Will Lyons 6th
U14 Female Beach Flags Breanna James 5th
U14 Female Ironperson Breanna James 9th
The NSW Masters Titles were held on 4 March 2020
45‐49 Male Surf Race Bill Sidwell 9th
60‐64 Female Beach Sprint Patricia Stallard 4th
60‐64 Female Beach Flags Patricia Stallard 2nd
60‐64 Female 1km Beach Run Patricia Stallard 5th

MSLSC Patricia Stallard on LHS

At this stage SLSNSW have created a Return to Sports Plan to be able to quickly adapt to
changes announced by all levels of government. Merewether SLSC will be keeping our
members up‐to‐date. Due to the restricted access to gyms and pools at this point in time it
is difficult to train, but there are opportunities to adapt. It has been pleasing to see seniors
and juniors alike enjoying our beach, which has remained open mostly for exercise. Enjoy
the off‐season and see you next
Bill Sidwell
Director of Surf Sports
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WHS Report
By Kath Spong
Surf Life Saving Australia (SLSA) is guided by the Work Health and Safety. Act 2011, and for
the purposes of this Act, MSLSC is a place of work. As a result, MSLSC has a duty of care to
ensure, as far as reasonably practicable, the health & safety of its members, visitors and the
general public.
At the commencement of and during each season MSLSC conducts a WH&S inspection, to:




Confirm that the required WH&S procedures and signage is in place
Identify new and changing WH&S risks
Recommend additional control measures required

All safety audits & checklists were prepared and completed for the 2019/2020 season.
A number of minor incidents were reported during the season. Our patrol season for 2020
was cut short due to the arrival to our shores in January 2020 of the COVID‐19 pandemic.
This has presented many challenges for us as a club and for the first time in the history of
MSLSC we were forced to lockdown the Surf Club and cancel all ongoing activities as we
complied with strict Government regulations to prevent the spread of the deadly
coronavirus in the community.
A big thank you to all our members for complying with these orders.
As of 13th June 2020, we anticipate a re‐opening of our club facilities (albeit at a reduced
capacity). Safety restrictions are ongoing. Members, visitors and club users are expected to
adhere to these restrictions and close monitoring will be in place to ensure compliance with
these rules. The committee has appointed a COVID‐19 Safety Liaison Officer, Damien Hoar
to assist with education and implementation of the guidelines and cleaning procedures.
We envisage further easing of the restrictions in the future, paving the way for a much safer
and healthier patrol season in 2020. Work Health and Safety is everyone’s responsibility so
let’s all work together to make MSLSC the safest surf club around.

Kath Spong
Work, Health and Safety Officer
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“Surf Lifesaving exists to save
lives, create great Australians and
build better communities”
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